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We, America, Are A “Republic” [vs. a Democracy (majority rule) which the Founders considered 

“Tyranny”] Under The Constitution, Under The Rule Of Law, Under God 

The Declaration of Independence was written to cast of the dictatorship of the monarch George III the 

King of England.  Imperialism was back in England and the Colonies were under bondage of an Imperial 

government, yet they were “citizens” of England.   
 

Rule of Law is a legal maxim (saying, proverb) that suggests that no one is above the law and 

governmental decisions must be made only by applying known legal and moral principles.[1] The Rule of 

Law limits the powers of Government by judicial defense of laws and the Constitution [and our Bill of 

Rights] which is based on recognized basic legal values. The Rule of Law is meant to prevent dictatorship 

and to protect the rights of the people. 

 

Called a "rule," because in doubtful or unforeseen cases it is a guide or norm for their decision. The rule 

of law, sometimes called "the supremacy of law", provides that decisions should be made by the 

application of known principles or laws without the intervention of discretion in their application [e.g. 

conflicts with Constitution]. 

 

Rule nisi [taking effect unless reason or cause not to i.e. Unconstitutional]. A rule which will become 

imperative and final unless cause be shown against it. This rule commands the party to show cause why 

he should not be compelled to do the act required, or why the object of the rule should not be enforced. 

Black’s Law Dictionary Henry Campbell Black (1860-1927) 

 

Sir William Blackstone (1723–1780)  

“Here follows a discussion of the law of nature which is stated to be the will of God, such as that we 

should live honestly, should hurt nobody, and should render to every one his dues. This law of nature is 

superior in obligation to any other. In consequence of the defects of human reason by which we 
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endeavor to know the will of God, there is made necessary the revealed or divine law, found only in 

the Holy Scriptures. Upon the law of nature and the law of revelation depend all human laws. 

The law of nations arises to regulate the intercourse of states, and rests upon the rules of natural law or 

mutual compacts, treaties and agreements.” 

Blackstone’s Commentaries Section II, Of The Nature Of Laws In General 38-63. 

 

Absolute control by the “elite”, the royals who knew all things and the “sheeple” were just that, dumb 

sheep that had to be tended to. 

 All civil authority belongs to the People, some of which has been delegated to the federal 

government.  What the people have not delegated has been reserved.  The government has no 

inherent authority.  (Amendments Nine and Ten, see below) 

 The Constitution specifies the purposes of government which are intended to be permanent, not the 

means of government which are subject to change. 

 OATHS OF OFFICE BY ALL OFFICIALS: "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support 

and defend (AND PRESERVE) the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign 

and domestic…” 
 

“It shows how necessary was the care of the Creator in making the moral principle so much a part of our 

constitution as that no errors of reasoning or of speculation might lead us astray from its observance in 

practice.” 
1233

 

Thomas Jefferson June 13, 1814,  letter to Thomas Law 

 

 
 

 

United States Code  

TITLE 18. PART 1, CHAPTER 115—TREASON, SEDITION, AND SUBVERSIVE 

ACTIVITIES (§§ 2381—2391) 

§ 2381. Treason 

§ 2382. Misprision of treason 

§ 2383. Rebellion or insurrection 
§ 2384. Seditious conspiracy 

§ 2385. Advocating overthrow of Government 

§ 2386. Registration of certain organizations 

§ 2387. Activities affecting armed forces generally 
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§ 2388. Activities affecting armed forces during war 

§ 2389. Recruiting for service against United States 

§ 2390. Enlistment to serve against United States 

[§ 2391. Repealed.] 

§ 2381. Treason 
Whoever, owing allegiance to the United States, levies war against 
them or adheres to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort within 
the United States or elsewhere, is guilty of treason and shall suffer 
death, or shall be imprisoned not less than five years and fined under 
this title but not less than $10,000; and shall be incapable of holding 
any office under the United States.  
 (this is just the first part of this code, the balance in Part II) 

 

Article II, Section 4, Clause. 1, of the Constitution, and sets forth the 

reasons for the removal of a President, Vice President and all civil officers 

of the Untied States: 
 

“The President, Vice-President, and all civil officers of the United States, 

shall be removed from office on impeachment for, and conviction of, 

treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors.” 

“High Crimes And Misdemeanors.” 

 

This is first of a series on our legal system under the Constitution. 

In this first part read these quotes from Justice Joseph Story: 
 

 

 

Story, Joseph (September 18, 1779–September 10, 

1845), was a Justice on the U.S. Supreme Court, 

appointed in 1811 by President James Madison (“The 

Chief Architect of the Constitution”). He was the 

youngest person ever to serve in that position and 

continued on the bench for 34 years, until his death. 

He had been a U.S. Representative, 1808–09, and son 

of one of the Boston Tea Party “Indians.” He was 

instrumental in establishing federal supremacy in Martin v. Hunter’s 

Lessee, 1816; and in establishing the illegality of the slave trade in 

the Amistad case. 

The founder of Harvard Law School, 1821–45, Joseph Story wrote tremendously 
influential works, including: Bailments, 1832; Commentaries on the Constitution of the 
United States, 1833; Equity Jurisprudence, 1836; and A Familiar Exposition of the 
Constitution of the United States, 1840. 
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“Republics are created by the virtue, public spirit, and intelligence of the citizens. 

They fall, when the wise are banished from the public councils, because they dare 

to be honest, and the profligate are rewarded, because they flatter the people, in 

order to betray them.” 

Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story 1833 Commentaries on the Constitution, 719 
 

Realizing, then, that the constitutional scope of impeachable offenses ranged from 

serious felonies down to misbehavior and evil conduct, Supreme Court Justice Joseph 

Story, in his classic 1833 Commentaries on the Constitution, declared: 
 

“The offences to which the power of impeachment has been and is 

ordinarily applied as a remedy are. . . . what are aptly termed 

political offences, growing out of personal misconduct, or gross 

neglect, or usurpation, or habitual disregard of the public 

interest.” 

 

"Temporary delusions, prejudices, excitements, and objects have irresistible influence in 

mere questions of policy. And the policy of one age may ill suit the wishes or the policy of 

another. The constitution is not subject to such fluctuations. It is to have a fixed, uniform, 

permanent construction. It should be, so far at least as human infirmity will allow, not 

dependent upon the passions or parties of particular times, but the same yesterday, to-day, 

and for ever."  

Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story Commentaries on the Constitution, 1833 

OATH OF OFFICE: 

 

“ [B]y the oath which they [the laws] prescribe, we appeal to the Supreme Being so to deal with us 

hereafter as we observe the obligation of our oaths. The Pagan world were and are without the 

mighty influence of this principle which is proclaimed in the Christian system – their morals were 

destitute of its powerful sanction while their oaths neither awakened the hopes nor fears which a 

belief in Christianity inspires.” 

Rufus King Signer of the Constitution 

  

None Dare Call It Treason 

"Treason doth never prosper, what's the reason? 

For if it prosper, NONE DARE CALL IT TREASON."  

Sir John Harrington (1561-1612) English courtier, wit, poet and satirist; 

Epigrams 

 

“According to the modern definition [1788] of an oath, it is considered a ‘solemn appeal to the 

Supreme Being for the truth of what is said by a person who believes in the existence of a Supreme 

Being and in a future state of rewards and punishments according to that form which would bind 

his conscience most’.” 

http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quotes_by/sir+john+harrington


Justice James Iredell, ratifier of the Constitution and a U. S. Supreme Court Justice appointed by 

President George Washington 

 

Constitution   

 

“The first and fundamental rule in the interpretation of all 

instruments is to construe them according to the sense of the terms 

and the intentions of the parties.” 
1776

 

Justice Joseph Story 

The Presidency 

 

“If, for instance, the president is required to do any act, he is not 

only authorized, but required, to decide for himself, whether, 

consistently with his constitutional duties, he can do the act.” 

Joseph Story 1833 Commentaries on the Constitution, 124  

“There is little need of commentary upon this clause. No man can 

well doubt the propriety of placing a president of the United States 

under the most solemn obligations to preserve, protect, and 

defend the constitution.  

 

It is a suitable pledge of his fidelity and responsibility to his 

country; and creates upon his conscience a deep sense of duty, by 

an appeal, at once in the presence of God and man, to the most 

sacred and solemn sanctions, which can operate upon the human 

mind.”  

Joseph Story 1833 Commentaries on the Constitution, 545  

“On the other hand, the duty imposed upon him (president) to take 

care, that the laws be faithfully executed, follows out the strong 

injunctions of his oath of office, that he will ‘Preserve, Protect, and 

Defend the Constitution.’     
 

The great object of the executive department is to accomplish this 

purpose; and without it, be the form of government whatever it 

may, it will be utterly worthless for offence, or defence; for the 

redress of grievances, or the protection of rights; for the happiness, 

or good order, or safety of the people.” 

Joseph Story 1833 Commentaries on the Constitution, 576  

 
 

United States Code  



CHAPTER 115—TREASON, SEDITION, AND SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES 

(§§ 2381—2391) 

§ 2381. Treason 

§ 2382. Misprision of treason 
§ 2383. Rebellion or insurrection 

§ 2384. Seditious conspiracy 

§ 2385. Advocating overthrow of Government 

§ 2386. Registration of certain organizations 

§ 2387. Activities affecting armed forces generally 

§ 2388. Activities affecting armed forces during war 

§ 2389. Recruiting for service against United States 

§ 2390. Enlistment to serve against United States 

[§ 2391. Repealed.] 

 (this is the second part of this series.) 

 

Tyranny 

 

“If the federal government should overpass the just bounds 

of its authority and make a tyrannical use of its powers, the 

people, whose creature it is, must appeal to the standard 

they have formed, and take such measures to redress 

the injury done to the Constitution as the exigency may 

suggest and prudence justify.” 

Alexander Hamilton 1788 Federalist No. 33  

§ 2384. Seditious conspiracy 

If two or more persons in any State or Territory, or in any place subject to the jurisdiction 

of the United States, conspire to overthrow, put down, or to destroy by force the 

Government of the United States, or to levy war against them, or to oppose by force the 

authority thereof, or by force to prevent, hinder, or delay the execution of any law of the 

United States, or by force to seize, take, or possess any property of the United States 

contrary to the authority thereof, they shall each be fined under this title or imprisoned not 

more than twenty years, or both.  

 

§ 2385. Advocating overthrow of Government 

Whoever knowingly or willfully advocates, abets, advises, or teaches the duty, necessity, 

desirability, or propriety of overthrowing or destroying the government of the United States 

or the government of any State, Territory, District or Possession thereof, or the government 

of any political subdivision therein, by force or violence, or by the assassination of any 

officer of any such government; or  
 

Whoever, with intent to cause the overthrow or destruction of any such 

government, prints, publishes, edits, issues, circulates, sells, distributes, or 

publicly displays any written or printed matter advocating, advising, or 
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teaching the duty, necessity, desirability, or propriety of overthrowing or 

destroying any government in the United States by force or violence, or 

attempts to do so; or  

 

Whoever organizes or helps or attempts to organize any society, group, or 

assembly of persons who teach, advocate, or encourage the overthrow or 

destruction of any such government by force or violence; or becomes or is 

a member of, or affiliates with, any such society, group, or assembly of 

persons, knowing the purposes thereof—  

 
Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than twenty years, or both, and shall 

be ineligible for employment by the United States or any department or agency thereof, for 

the five years next following his conviction.  

If two or more persons conspire to commit any offense named in this section, each shall be 

fined under this title or imprisoned not more than twenty years, or both, and shall be 

ineligible for employment by the United States or any department or agency thereof, for the 

five years next following his conviction.  
 

As used in this section, the terms “organizes” and “organize”, with respect to any society, 

group, or assembly of persons, include the recruiting of new members, the forming of new 

units, and the regrouping or expansion of existing clubs, classes, and other units of such 

society, group, or assembly of persons.  

 

“Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this 

consolation with us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious 

the triumph.” 

Thomas Paine 1776  American Crisis, No. 1  

 

U.S. Code 
TITLE 18 > PART I > CHAPTER 95 
CHAPTER 95—RACKETEERING 
 

(1) “racketeering activity” means (A) any act or threat involving murder, 
kidnapping, gambling, arson, robbery, bribery, extortion, dealing in obscene 
matter, or dealing in a controlled substance or listed chemical (as defined in 
section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act), which is chargeable under State 
law and punishable by imprisonment for more than one year; (B) any act which is 
indictable under any of the following provisions of title 18, United States Code: 
Section 201 (relating to bribery), section 224 (relating to sports bribery), sections 
471, 472, and 473 (relating to counterfeiting), section 659 (relating to theft from 
interstate shipment) if the act indictable under section 659 is felonious, section 664 
(relating to embezzlement from pension and welfare funds), sections 891–894 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/18/usc_sup_01_18.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/18/usc_sup_01_18_10_I.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sec_18_00000201----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sec_18_00000224----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sec_18_00000471----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sec_18_00000472----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sec_18_00000473----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sec_18_00000659----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sec_18_00000659----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sec_18_00000664----000-.html


(relating to extortionate credit transactions), section 1028 (relating to fraud and 
related activity in connection with identification documents), section 1029 (relating 
to fraud and related activity in connection with access devices), section 1084 
(relating to the transmission of gambling information), section 1341 (relating to mail 
fraud), section 1343 (relating to wire fraud), section 1344 (relating to financial 
institution fraud), section 1425 (relating to the procurement of citizenship or 
nationalization unlawfully), section 1426 (relating to the reproduction of 
naturalization or citizenship papers), section 1427 (relating to the sale of 
naturalization or citizenship papers),  

 § 1961. Definitions 

 
 
 

Third part of series on impeachment. 

 

Article II, Section 4, Clause 1, of the Constitution, and sets forth the reasons for the 

removal of a President, Vice President and all civil officers of the Untied States: 
 

“The President, Vice-President, and all civil officers of the United States, shall 

be removed from office on impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, 

bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors.” 
 

 

High Crimes and Misdemeanors 

Realizing, then, that the constitutional scope of impeachable offenses ranged from 

serious felonies down to misbehavior and evil conduct, Joseph Story, in his classic 

1833 Commentaries on the Constitution, declared: 

“The offences to which the power of impeachment has been and is 

ordinarily applied as a remedy are. . . . what are aptly termed 

political offences, growing out of personal misconduct, or gross 

neglect, or usurpation, or habitual disregard of the public 

interest.” 

 

In an article regarding the impeachment proceedings against then President Bill 

Clinton David Barton of WallBuilders said:   
High Crimes and Misdemeanors 
David Barton 

“In the midst of the debate surrounding a potential presidential impeachment, 

the phrase "high crimes and misdemeanors" has become a focal point. This 

phrase is found in Article II, Section 4, Par. 1, of the Constitution, and sets 

forth the reasons for the removal of a President: 
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“The President, Vice-President, and all civil officers of the United States, shall 

be removed from office on impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, 

bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors.” 
 

Supporters of the President (Clinton) argue that what has been uncovered–thus 

far–does not amount to "high crimes and misdemeanors" like "treason [and] 

bribery." While they admit the President's actions to be disgusting and 

reprehensible, they claim that nevertheless they are not sufficiently serious 

felonies so as to constitute impeachable offenses. 
 

Those who offer this argument are guilty of two errors: (1) they are ignorant of 

(or ignore) the clear declarations both of our Founding Fathers who authored 

this clause and of those who for a century-and-a-half afterwards enforced this 

clause, and (2) they group words together in the clause which should be kept 

separate that is, they talk of "high crimes and misdemeanors" as if they are 

they same thing; they are not. 
 

The clause should be read "high crimes" and "misdemeanors"–two separate 

categories. No one can logically argue that a "high crime" is the same as a 

"misdemeanor." What the Founding Fathers did in this clause was to offer a 

broad scope of impeachable offenses ranging from serious felonies (high 

crimes) to much lesser categories of misbehavior (misdemeanors).  
 

This is further confirmed by the two specific examples the Founders included 

in the Constitution: treason and bribery. Treason was a serious capital offense, 

resulting in execution, while bribery–even though it was considered a moral 

wrong–was not yet a statutory crime when the Constitution was adopted! 

Clearly, then, what the Constitution specifies is a wide range of impeachable 

offenses, from high crimes (such as treason) to misdemeanors (such as bribery–

not then illegal). 
 

The definitions of "misdemeanor" confirmed this. For example, Alexander 

Hamilton and Justice Joseph Story (placed on the Supreme Court by President 

James Madison) defined a "misdemeanor" as political "malconduct," and 

Noah Webster (responsible for the copyright and patent protection clause of 

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution) defined "misdemeanor" as "ill 

behavior, evil conduct, fault, or mismanagement." Professor John Randolph 

Tucker (a U.S. Congressman, constitutional law professor, and early president 

of the American Bar Association) explained in his 1891 Commentaries on the 

Constitution that "misdemeanor" was "a synonym for misbehavior" and that 

"[t]he words 'high crimes and misdemeanors' cannot be confined to crimes 

created and defined by a statute of the United States." 
 

Realizing, then, that the constitutional scope of impeachable offenses ranged 

from serious felonies down to misbehavior and evil conduct, Joseph Story, in 

his classic 1833 Commentaries on the Constitution, declared: 



“The offences to which the power of impeachment has been and is 

ordinarily applied as a remedy are. . . . what are aptly termed political 

offences, growing out of personal misconduct, or gross neglect, or 

usurpation, or habitual disregard of the public interest.” 
 

And Professor John Randolph Tucker, in the 1891 Commentaries mentioned 

earlier, declared: 

“The process of impeachment is a political proceeding, against the 

accused as an officer of the government, to protect the government from 

the present or future incumbency of a man whose conduct has proved 

him unworthy to fill it. . . . The impeachment power was intended to 

cleanse the government from the presence of worthless and faithless 

individuals.”  
 

That this had been the intent of the Founding Fathers was irrefutable. For 

example, James Iredell (an original Supreme Court Justice appointed by 

President George Washington) succinctly declared: 
 

“Every government requires [impeachment]. Every man ought to be 

amenable for his conduct. . . . It will be not only the means of punishing 

misconduct but it will prevent misconduct. A man in public office who 

knows that there is no tribunal to punish him may be ready to deviate 

from his duty; but if he knows there is a tribunal for that purpose, 

although he may be a man of no principle, the very terror of punishment 

will perhaps deter him.” 
 

Therefore, in the current raging debate over what constitutes an impeachable 

offense, do not be misled by those who would define "high crimes" and 

"misdemeanors" as being the same, and then who raise the bar for 

impeachment so high that it protects an individual from being accountable for 

his conduct.” 

###### 
 

This president and his administration are admitted socialist and this is incompatible 

with the Constitution of the United States.  We may not be able to impeach him in 

this liberal climate, but we can stop him and the rest of the left. 

 

“Republics are created by the virtue, public spirit, and intelligence of the citizens. 

They fall, when the wise are banished from the public councils, because they dare 

to be honest, and the profligate are rewarded, because they flatter the people, in 

order to betray them.” 

Joseph Story 1833 Commentaries on the Constitution, 719 

 

 



“On the other hand, the duty imposed upon him (president) to take 

care, that the laws be faithfully executed, follows out the strong 

injunctions of his oath of office, that he will ‘preserve, protect, and 

defend the constitution.’     
 

The great object of the executive department is to accomplish this 

purpose; and without it, be the form of government whatever it 

may, it will be utterly worthless for offence, or defence; for the 

redress of grievances, or the protection of rights; for the happiness, 

or good order, or safety of the people.” 

Justice Joseph Story 1833 Commentaries on the Constitution, 576  
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